Windy Nook Primary School
Internet Access Policy
The use of computers, the internet and electronic mail

Introduction

Windy Nook Primary School will allow pupils, teachers, other employees and the community access to its computers, network services and the internet.  All activity, when using the network and Internet in school, must be in support of education and/or research and must be appropriate to the educational objectives of the School.

Whilst pupils will often be directed to sites which provide reviewed and evaluated sources, at time, they will be able to move beyond these, to sites unfamiliar to the teacher.  Users who use the Internet from the school site are responsible for everything that takes place on their computer.

The problems and issues that have been highlighted by internet use do cause some concern and we are aware that children might access unsuitable material either accidentally or deliberately. Especially in light of our technological developing society. Therefore we are committed to presenting children with a curriculum which reflects the wider world.
The purpose of this policy is to:

· Establish the ground rules we have in school for using the internet;
· Describe how these fit into our curriculum;
· Demonstrate the methods used to protect the children from sites containing pornography, racist or politically extreme views and violence;
· Online chat rooms and safe use.

Windy Nook believes that the benefits to children from access to the resources of the Internet far exceed the disadvantages.  Ultimately, the responsibility for setting and conveying the standards that children are expected to follow, when using media and information resources, is one the school shares with its pupils and parents.

We feel that the best way forward is a combination of supervision, site filtering and fostering a responsible attitude in our children in partnership with parents.

Internet access at Windy Nook will be filtered by our LA Internet Service Provider.  All internet activities are routed through a filtration system on which unsuitable sites have been locked.

In a bid to raise the profile of internet safety we hold annual E-safety sessions for all stake holders, which are led by LA advisers. Following such sessions we are committed to driving E-safety on a daily basis, across the primary curriculum. 
Benefits
Information and communication technology offers opportunities for pupils to:

· Enhance their learning through collaborative learning, discussion and group work;
· Develop a variety of IT skills which allow them to harness the power of technology and use it both purposefully and appropriately;
· Develop their ICT capability and understand the importance of information and how to select and prepare it;
· Develop their skills in using hardware and software so as to enable them to manipulate information;
· Develop their ability to apply ICT capability and ICT to support their use of language and communication;
· Explore their attitudes towards ICT, its value for themselves, others and society, and their awareness of its advantages and limitations;
· Develop good Health and Safety attitudes and practice.

We therefore aim to raise achievement in ICT ensuring that children:

· Enjoy using IT and tackle all applications with confidence and a sense of achievement;
· Develop practical skills in the use of IT and the ability to apply these skills to the solving of relevant and worthwhile problems;
· Understand the capabilities and limitations of IT and the implications and consequences of its use;
· Extend and enhance learning in all subject areas of the National Curriculum and beyond;
· Recognise that IT affects the way in which people live and work; 

· Are educated in the safe use of the Internet.

This can be achieved by:

· Using the school website as an invaluable source of information for the school community including parents, pupils, teachers and governors.  The site will be maintained by both staff and pupils;
· Raising teacher confidence through regular training in the use of new technology;
· Adopting the latest technology;
· Subscribing to LA services via ICT Helpdesk, which offers immediate support and guidance;
· Adopting the latest technology which is purposeful for our children;
· Utilise LA services such as CLC (City Learning Centres) as a cross curricular approach. Such resources enable our learners to access ‘cutting edge’ technology therefore equipping Windy Nook children with current skills and knowledge, to instil in them the ability to become life long learners.
Children’s Access to the Internet

Internet access will be planned to enrich and extend learning activities as an integral aspect of the curriculum.

Children will:

· Be given clear objectives on Internet use;
· Be educated in responsible and effective Internet use;
· Be supervised appropriately;
· Learn to search for and discriminate between valid and inappropriate material;
· Learn to copy, save and use material found on the Internet without infringing copyright.

Personal Security Guidelines

Children should:

· Never reveal personal information either their own name or others, such as home addresses, telephone numbers and personal e-mail addresses;
· Not use photographs of themselves on Web pages;
· Never meet people in person that they have contacted on the internet without parent/guardian permission;
· Notify their teacher whenever they come across information or messages that are dangerous, inappropriate, or make them feel uncomfortable;
· Be aware that the author of an e-mail or Web pages may not be the person they claim to be.

Software

Software can only be installed by our authorities ICT services. Therefore we are confident that children are unable to access software which is not age and content appropriate. 
Managing E-mail
All children have access to a school e-mail; such resource is in its developmental stages. It is intended that this facility will be used as a home school communication tool.
Guidelines for members of the school community regarding use of the Internet and social network sites
Gateshead LA guidelines:

· No one should access Internet resources through any School computer unless they have specifically been authorised beforehand, in writing, by departmental management to do so;
· Authorised Staff should only access those Internet facilities relevant to their work;
· School Internet facilities must only be used for School business and not for personal activities;
· All Internet access, which takes place on the School’s system, is to be owned by the School, and will be monitored and checked as is considered appropriate;
· Staff must only access Internet facilities under their own personal user name and password;
· Staff should not use School Internet facilities for periods longer than is necessary for the effective conduct of School business;
· Unless specifically and individually authorised in writing and in advance to do so, staff should not acquire or procure any goods and services for School business purposes via Internet sources;
· Staff should not access social networking sites from a School or Council issued computer. Where staff use social networking sites on their own ICT equipment in their private lives, they are requested not to make any reference to school issues or release any sensitive, confidential or personally identifiable information about staff, pupils or parents.
· Staff should also be aware of the dangers posed by using such sites and the potential implications on their career. Staff should take suitable action to protect the release of information which could be potentially damaging to themselves or the school. It is also recommended that staff have their privacy settings set as high as they can and do not have past or present pupils and / or parents as friends
Web Site Guidelines

We believe our website is the core of home school relationships and promotes the strengths of our school. In addition, such a resource highlights the success and achievement of our pupils. 
· Children, staff and parents are actively involved in the development of our website and regular blogs are participated by all. We feel this is a large success of our website;
· Photographs, children’s work (in a variety of forms), homework and classroom resources are regularly displayed. During this process the safety of staff and children are considered at all opportunities;
· Our website is currently going through a developmental process, where we are updating this resource to reflect current school and society developments. It is envisaged at the website will additionally contain:

· A rolling programme of photographs.
· CEOP button

· Class names and logos
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